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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN

Pauline Roestenburg
As I come to the end of 
my first year as Regional 
Chair, never in my wildest 
imaginings could I have 
foreseen what 2020 was 
going to bring.   At the 
end of March the global 
pandemic hit us like a 
runaway train and for the 
first time in its history RDA 
had no alternative but to 
cease all activities.  Instead 
of working my way around 
the region visiting you all, 
I have got to know you 
through phone calls, emails 
and Zoom meetings. Who 
would have guessed we 
would become a nation of 
Zoomers!    

During the initial lockdown 
our RDA ponies still needed 
to be fed and cared for and so 
many of you stepped forward 
and showed some remarkable 
acts of selflessness to help 
your groups.   With all our 
planned fundraising events 
cancelled and no rider income, 
groups had to drastically trim 
back their running costs and 
become ever more creative 
with fundraising initiatives 
and funding applications.  
I very quickly discovered that 
no two groups share the 
same business model and so 
everyone has been affected in 
different ways.   

Our riders and drivers of 
course have always been 
forefront in our minds. The 
weekly sessions mean so much 
to everyone and not being able 
to attend has had a devastating 
effect, both mentally and 
physically. It was therefore an 
incredible relief when National 
Office gave us the green light 
to begin planning for a restart 
in late June and then our next 
challenge began.     We have 
had to learn a whole new Covid 
vocabulary. We can measure 
2m at a glance and we now 
have sanitising products for 

hands, surfaces and even tack.  

Thank you to those of you who 
have now managed to reopen 
your doors to some riders.    The 
protocol and paperwork has 
not been for the faint-hearted 
and interpreting and applying 
the ever changing rules has 
kept us all on our toes.    A huge 
thankyou also to National 
Office for deciphering all the 
Government information and 
keeping us so well updated.   

I know how frustrating and 
disappointing it is for those of 
you who have so far not been 
able to restart.    There are many 
reasons for this and please be 
reassured that the Regional 
Team is here to help you in 
any way we can. Carriage 
Driving too has a unique 
set of problems because of 
social distancing and I know 
National Office are working 
hard with Government 
Departments to formulate a 
restart plan for you.    It would 
be wonderful if the annual 
show can take place in July 
next year – optimistically we 
have pencilled it in the diary.  

At time of writing, next Spring’s 
qualifiers and Challenge Day 
look increasingly unlikely 

to take place but we have a 
wonderful new Countryside 
Challenge Course awaiting 
you when we do eventually all 
get going again. We can’t wait 
to share it with you.   

I would particularly like to 
thank the fabulous Regional 
Committee that I inherited 
from Lindsay.   They have 
supported and guided me 
through my first year in the 
Chair and have been quick 
to react to the ever-changing 
landscape and put up with my 
endless questions.

We will of course get through 
this. We are a resilient lot. 
Things may never be quite 
the same again but I believe 
good will come from bad and 
there are exciting times ahead 
for RDA. The pandemic has 
given us time to reflect and 
change some of the ways we 
operate, re-prioritise and re-
think our goals. One thing is 
for sure; when this is all over 
we will certainly be ready for 
a regional reunion of all our 
37 groups.  It will be a time 
to renew friendships, smile 
without masks and give each 
other a massive hug! 

Take care and thank you for all 
the amazing things you do.

Pauline x

WRENS ‘SELF-ISOLATE’ AT  
CHALKDOWN
Good news to boost the spirits is always welcome, particularly 
given the Lockdown climate in Spring.  So volunteers at Chalkdown 
RDA Group were surprised and thrilled to find a family of wrens 
nesting in an unexpected location recently.

Emma Ginger discovered the ‘self-isolating’ family, and snapped the 
fabulous photo, when she popped down to check the ponies.  

Chair of Chalkdown RDA, Pauline Roestenburg said “The normal 
levels of hustle and bustle at the yard would have disturbed the 
birds but the suspension of our activities has allowed them to nest 
unnoticed. It was such a rewarding sight that gives us all a bit of 
hope”.

Front Cover Picture - Deian Prescott on Rose from Hope in the 
Valley in the Countryside Challenge Lockdown Wrens nest at Chalkdown RDA
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LOCKDOWN FOAL A SURPRISE 
FOR EASTBOURNE

Eastbourne RDA’s Lockdown Foal starts his training with 
the  umbrella test

With the whole of the RDA operation shut down for 
Lockdown, it was a joyful boost to spirits when East-
bourne RDA discovered that they had a new addition to 
the Group on the way.

One of their lovely volunteers, Helen, bought a cob 
mare called Coco last spring. “In the summer, we start-
ed to use her in our sessions and she was wonderful” 
says Sarah Groome, founder and Chair of the Group.

 ”But by December, Helen began to have a suspicion 
that Coco was pregnant”.

At the end of January, her suspicions were confirmed 
by the vet and on 21st March, right near the start of 
Lockdown, the adorable Arizona (Ari for short) was 
born! 

Luckily, Helen keeps Coco and Ari at a friend’s yard and 
she arranged for Helen to ‘self-isolate’ in the groom’s 
accommodation so she could be close to the new 
arrival. 

“Hopefully this is Eastbourne’s first home-bred, RDA 
pony” said Sarah.

RDA ponies are very special as they have to look after 
their riders with a calm, well behaved manner. But 
Ari is aleady proving to be a great RDA mount in the 
making, having passed the ‘umbrella’ test with flying 
colours. 

Epsom RDA 
Offer  
Park Lane RDA  
ponies  
grazing
Epsom RDA from Ewell and Park Lane RDA based 
in Teddington, Greater London, have found a way 
of supporting each other during the Corona Virus/
COVID 19 lockdown.

With only a small number of volunteers being 
allowed on site Epsom RDA were finding it a 
challenge to keep their grazing under control. At 
the same time Park Lane RDA were looking for 
extra grazing for some of their horses while they 
are not able to work during the lockdown. A few 
emails later and Epsom RDA had four new ponies 
resident in one of their fields.

Jo Lee, Epsom RDA Horse and Pony Trustee, 
explained: “This is a difficult time for all RDA 
Groups as our riding activities are suspended and 
our fundraising events cancelled. We are too aware 
of how expensive it is to feed horses and thought 
that another RDA might be able to make use of 
our extra grazing. We asked the RDA Regional 
office if they knew of another Group who we could 
support in this way. Park Lane RDA came back to 
us almost immediately. We are so pleased to have 
been able to help out.” 

Natalie O’Rourke from Park Lane RDA said: “We 
were relieved to have been able to find somewhere 
for four of our horses to be able to enjoy some 
grazing and to have a lovely field to run about in. 
It’s a tremendous weight off our minds. RDA is 
known for its’ community spirit and this is another 
example of two Groups stepping up to support 
each other at this difficult time.”
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Bradbourne’s Thursday evening coach, Emma Fenn, 
bravely signed up to run the 2020 Brighton Marathon 
to fundraise for her RDA group. After the initial date 
in April was changed to 20th September Emma 
continued with her marathon training, increasing 
mileage on her long run each week until she had 
reached the 20-22 mile mark. Then the September 
date was cancelled. 

Undeterred Emma wanted to run the full distance in 
one go after all her training and the sponsorships she 
had received rather than undertake the organiser’s 
plan of a ‘virtual’ 20 miles followed by a 10k event 
in October. In August, she set off on her own in the 
pouring rain, to do a 26.2 mile hilly course around 
Sevenoaks, with an elevation gain of 1820 ft. 

She completed the course in the fantastic time of  
4 hours and 33 minutes minutes and has already raised 
nearly £600. 

“What kept me going in the final few miles as I 
splashed through puddles, my legs weary, was 
thinking of RDA and how incredible our riders are, 
overcoming adversity in their everyday lives” said 
Emma. “If they can do it, I could too!”

A MARATHON EFFORT FOR BRADBOURNE

A bit of creativity and sewing skill over Lockdown has fundraised 
more than £5,000 for Chalkdown RDA Group. Champion seamstress 
and Trustee, Jenny Suthers jumped on the idea of making facemasks 
when another volunteer was asked to make some for her Mother’s 
nursing home. Beginning with fabrics that were lying around the 
house the enterprise started small, but styles and sizes developed as 
did the choice of fabric from chickens and leopard print to tour de 
France cyclists which proved- particularly popular with the men.  

Other volunteers joined the team and the use of Union Jack covers 
won the imagination of some illustrious wearers. From a BA pilot 
who took ‘Flying the Flag’ to a whole new level, to our very own 

multi Olympic Gold Medal Winner, Sophie 
Christiansen. 

“I can’t believe how things have taken off” 
said Jenny. “I read that a team of UK event 
riders were off to France in October for Le Lion 
d’Angers (for young horses) and Pau (the only 
5* competition in the world in 2020). They then 
placed an order for 50, with a very nice donation 
to Chalkdown”.

The British Water Skiing Team have also bought 
12 to wear on dry land. 

“I had a sewing machine with time on my hands 
during Lockdown and I’m so proud of being able 
to contribute to the group financially” said Jenny. 
“We are now getting excited about our new 
Christmas range!” 

FLYING THE 
FACEMASK 
FLAG

Sophie Christiansen wearing one 
of Chalkdown’s facemasks

British Airways pilot flies the 
flag with Chalkdown’s facemask
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HICKSTEAD HIATUS
In August, Director Dane Rawlins made the difficult 
decision to close “Dressage at Hickstead”.     It has been 
a wonderful venue made available to us for SE Dressage 
Qualifiers for many years and we would like to thank Dane 
and his team for all their support during this time.    We 
are pleased to say that Dane will be continuing his involve-
ment with  RDA in the South East and has even offered the 
use of his own dressage arenas if we are unable to find an 
alternative venue for our annual event.        

Also, at the RDA AGM last year Dane heard about the old 
mounting platform that we use at our events and how it 
prevents some of our riders from taking part as we cannot 
adjust the height.    He immediately set about designing a 
transportable hydraulic platform for RDA which he hopes 
to have built for us over the coming months to use at 
future venues.    It will make such a difference to many of 
our riders and it is something to look forward to when we 
all start to gather again at competitions.   

KATIE  
TRIUMPHS
Cobbes Meadow’s very 
own Para rider, Katie 
Radzik, triumphed in 
illustrious company at 
Keysoe International 
Dressage CPEDI in 
Bedfordshire this 
October. Katie is a Grade 
4 Para dressage rider and 
she won the 3* Team Test 
and the Individual Test 
on her own Showkia, an 
11 year old British warm 
blood. The partnership is 
only 10 months old. 

She was in amazing 
company as Sophie 
Christiansen, Sir Lee 
Pearson, Natasha 
Baker and reigning 
world champion Sophie 
Wells, all Olympic Gold 

medallists, were the 3* 
winners from the other 
four grades. 

“I knew my performances 

were improving but the 
wins have just blown me 
away” said Katie. “But 
with five judges you 
cannot afford to make 

mistakes as nothing will 
be missed. I have to keep 
pinching myself to make 
sure it’s not just one of 
my dreams”.

Katie Radzik riding Showkia

HAPPY LANDINGS  
LOCKDOWN 

NEWS
RDA Groups across the South East used various 
ways of keeping in touch with their riders and vol-
unteers, trying to maintain the community during 
difficult times. 

Happy Landings excelled themselves, courtesy of 
6 issues of Angie Figgis’ ‘Special Edition’ Newslet-
ter which built on her normal quarterly offering of 
group news and useful dates. The Lockdown version 
was packed with news from drivers and volunteers 
on what they were doing to keep busy and enter-
tained. She had such a positive response from many 
of the drivers but especially from the volunteers and 
she was never short of new stories. 

Happy Landings is a small group where volunteers 
and drivers tend to stay, some for over 20 years 
which suggests that they’re all interested in every-
one’s news and welfare.

Well done Angie!
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Blue, with the help of Beth, Cranleigh’s, Stable 
Manager, took part in The 2.6 Challenge, which 
was Virgin Money’s initiative to replace some of the 
much needed charitable funds raised by the London 
Marathon,  when it had to be cancelled this year. On 

BLUE AND BETH’S 2.6 CHALLENGE

the pre-set date in April, the pair completed a figure of 
eight course 26 times in the outdoor arena, watched 
by… no one as spectators were strictly forbidden due 
to Lockdown rules.  Blue and Beth raised over £2800 – 
not bad considering Blue is 27 years young!

GREAT 
LOCKDOWN 
DANES
Woodchurch’s Lockdown was busy but lighter moments 
were provided by the new Great Dane puppies that arrived. 
Sadly, Susi Anderson lost her Great Dane, Ruby, in mid 
February at almost 14 years old. Like many others, the onset 
of Lockdown hastened the urge to have new four legged 
friends around and Susi found 2 beautiful Blue Great Dane 
puppies in Essex. 

“With the threat of lockdown imminent, we collected the  
7 week old boys there and then” recalls Susi. “By 
coincidence, Paul’s aircraft was in Thurrock for maintenance 
that morning, so they were collected in the airfield truck, 
then took their first flight in the plane back home, travelling 
first class. They slept all the way. Such an exciting start to 
their new life with us!”

They no longer fit in the plane!

Woodchurch 
Great Danes 7 weeks

Woodchurch 
Great Danes 7 months
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South East riders were in the rosettes 
in the RDA Dressage Challenge Class 
at Virtual Windsor Horse Show – ‘a 
social, connected, equestrian based 
hub by and for our Royal Windsor 
community’ which took place in 
September. It was supported by 
players of People’s Postcode Lottery 
and prizes from Wychanger Saddlery. 
Viewers could tune in ‘live’ with 
commentary from Dressage Lead 
John Robinson.   

Bella Pozella and Hannagh Mohan 
from Quest both competed. Bella 
riding on her pony Lily in the Grade 
3 Dressage scored 65% and 1st place 
in her test, while Hannagh riding 
Willow Fury’s Comet, came 3rd.  Peter 
Broome from Bradbourne RDA rode 
Misty to 2nd place in his test and 8th 
Place in the Championship overall 
while Chalkdown entered 3 riders 
with Frank Baskerville coming 3rd 
in her class (grade 6) and then 11th 
overall.

VIRTUAL WINNERS AT ROYAL WINDSOR

Frank Baskerville and 
Merlin are thrilled 

with her Royal 
Windsor Rosette

Hannagh Mohan on Willow in the 
Royal Windsor Horse Show Dressage

BASSETT IS BHS BEST
According to the BHS Big Photo Award, Quest 
Group’s Bassett is the Best Teacher having won 
the category for best riding school horse or pony in 
the national photo competition on Facebook this 
summer. Bassett is 24 years old and has spent most 
of his life as an RDA horse teaching people to ride  
so his win is very well deserved. 

Bella Pozella riding Lily for 
Quest in the Royal Windsor 
Horse Show dressage



8

Bradbourne: Disney chilling after grooming
Bradbourne: horseshoe rainbow

Court Meadow: RDA Teddy & Benji his favourite pony

GROUP’S 
PHOTO

GALLERY
Cobbes Meadow: 

Katie Radzik 

Sandhurst  
banner

Woodchurch: Lockdown ChillingEpsom: Marigold doing a Zoom

Chalkdown: first ride back 
after lockdown

Cobbes Meadow

Kipling County: Enjoying Joanne 
McNicol ’s talk in February before 
social distancing

Eridge: Mickey enjoys the rest  
and the sun

Fairlight Hall: The Easter Bunny came
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Cranleigh: Cookie Resting

Fairlight Hall: Enjoying the sunshine

Long Furlong: Annie on Rosie with  mum Jane alongside and Jean leading

Happy Landings: Rocky says you  
can’t be too careful

Leatherhead: Fun before Lockdown Hope in the Valley: RDA pony Heineken enjoying his retirement

Stella Hancock

Hope in the Valley: A big hug from 
a little person

Quest ’s Lockdown postcard is enjoyedby Jack

Quest ’s Easter Bunny

Cranleigh: George & Aero

Cornilo: horse management games  
in bubbles

Sandhurst  
banner
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Leatherhead and Horsley & 
Bookham RDA Groups have 
been close for many years, 
not least in sharing the same 
premises at Wyvenhoe 
Stables but after Lockdown 
they decided to make their 
close relationship official by 
merging into one group to 
be called ‘Horsley, Bookham 
& Leatherhead’.  It’s a good 
fit too as they cater for similar 
riders but on different days. 
They now look to a bright 
future with a location move 
down the road to a warm 
welcome at Badger’s Farm 
and the recently approved 
planning application for a 
brand new, purpose-built 
Riding Centre.

It’s a bold step for Horsley 
& Bookham as the Group 
has lived at Wyvenhoe 

since its inception more 
than 30 years ago. The 
Group now supports over 
80 riders across 7 different 
sessions, 3 of which are 
from local schools and 4 
providing for independent 
riders from the local 
community. Leatherhead is 
a relative newcomer there 
having moved in 2000 
but its history is equally 
impressive dating back to 
1974 when it was founded 
by Molly Thorn using her 
own ponies. For the last 20 
years, Leatherhead RDA 
has run sessions solely for 

JOINING FORCES

children from Woodlands 
School catering for 18 
riders attending on either a 
Tuesday or Friday morning.

Although the two groups 
remained independent, 
over the last 10 years they 
have worked together 
on several projects 
(most notably the joint 
fundraising effort with the 
Mayor of Elmbridge in 
2013/2014) and both groups 
have worked on initiatives 
at Wyvenhoe that benefit 
everyone involved with 
RDA such as improving 
signage, safety and vehicle 
access at the yard as well as 
upgrading the pathways to 
make hacking out easier.

“When Horsley and 
Bookham RDA announced 

their plans for a purpose-
built RDA centre at Badgers 
Farm we were keen to liaise 
closely with them” says 
Margaret Bentley, who will 
join the Board of the new 

group with Barrie Mould. 
“The merger will mean 
that riding is secure for the 
children from Woodlands 
School. We’re looking 
forward to pooling our 
resources and working 
together to realise the 
exciting plans for the future 
of the combined group at 
Badgers Farm” continues 
Margaret.

Chair of the new Group, 
Sheri Johnson, is going to be 
busy with the new build, as 
the plans include a 30 x 60m 
indoor arena with an RDA 
surface which is discounted 
for RDA and designed by 
Andrew Bowens to provide 
a better experience for 
both horses and volunteers 

on foot. There will also 
be a covered tie-up area, 
viewing gallery, classroom, 
tackroom, fully accessible 
toilets, classroom, kitchen 
and storage area. 

“The new facilities will 
give us the space to grow 
and clear our waiting list, 
without having to increase 
the number of sessions and 
only needing a few more 
volunteers.” Says Sheri. “We 
have wonderful support 
from Neil, the owner of 
Badger’s Farm, who is 
treating RDA as a ‘not-for-
profit’ area of his business. 
How lucky are we?’.

There’s a good deal of 

fundraising needed for the 
project but there has been 
a contingency fund building 
for some time so that a good 
proportion of the budget 
for the first phase is already 
earmarked. Sheri is also 
supported by an excellent 
team in her trustees, 
enjoying great fundraisers 
and knowledgeable financiers. 

Despite the hiatus caused by 
Lockdown, which stopped 
the planning application 
in its tracks, approval to go 
ahead has now been given. 
A revisit and re-budgeting of 
the specifications with the 
builders is now in order but 
with construction planned 
over 2-3 phases, a new future 
is about to begin soon. 
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FANTASTIQUE –  
JUBILEE SADDLE  
FOR FRENCH 
HORSE
Cobbes Meadow RDA has won the much-covet-
ed, tailor-made Jubilee Saddle that is offered each 
year by the Worshipful Company of Saddlers for 
the RDA nationally. The saddle will be made for 
Ralph, who is particularly ‘wide-girthed’ and joined 
the Group from France. 

The Saddlers instigated the annual and very gen-
erous gift during the RDA’s Silver Jubilee in 1994 
and committed to providing 18 tailor-made sad-
dles – one each year to cover a saddle for each 
region. When the commitment had been fulfilled 
in 2012, they offered to continue their sponsorship 
indefinitely. This has allowed a different region 
each year to have the good fortune of selecting 
the right RDA horse or pony who would benefit 
most from such a precious gift. Nominations are 
made and votes taken. 

Ralph, a handsome French Breton heavy horse, 
arrived at Cobbes Meadow last summer and has 
proved to be a great hit with the RDA riders. He is 
a gentle giant and despite huge hooves, he is very 
careful to keep them away from vulnerable toes. 
He is wonderfully suited to the heavier RDA riders 
and is already a “really valuable member of the 
Cobbes Meadow team”. 

Carole Mounce, Kent County Chair said “As we all know 
each and every RDA horse is very special so the Cobbes 
Meadow Group were delighted to win the chance to 
have a beautiful bespoke saddle made for a wonderful 
horse who needs a very specific type of tack.”

Jubilee Saddle winner Ralph Cobbes Meadow

MEET  
CORNILO’S  
NEW ‘PONY’
The Cornilo Group was thrilled to be given the 
green light in September to re-start RDA sessions 
although they have taken a very different form 
so far, focusing on horse care and following the 
syllabus for Grades 1 and 2. They have had to be 
creative to ensure full Covid safety all round. 

“We had to come up with ways to enable the 
children to mount and dismount in a balanced 
and controlled way, with little assistance from the 
adults” said Gail Dennis, Head Coach. “So our 
virtual pony was ‘born’ - made of two straw bales, 
twine, a girth, reins attached to a post and two 
rubber mats either side of it.  We named him Dob-
bin, but each group of children has come up with 
their own name for it.”

The children work in bubble pairs, with one child 
holding the stirrup while the other is mounting.  

The virtual pony has given the children confidence in mounting and 
dismounting, without them having to worry about a real pony’s 
reactions.   Although firmly fixed and safe, an unforeseen benefit 
was that the saddle moves very slightly, in a similar way to a pony’s 
movement. Once aboard, the children have also learnt to sit tall and 
hold the reins properly. 

Cornilo’s new horse - practicing mounting and dismounting on a bench.
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THE SOUTH EAST 
SHINES
A small number of significant awards were made at the 
RDA UK AGM last year and it seemed that the South East 
did particularly well. It was especially thrilling as it was 
also a reception to celebrate the RDA’s 50th Birthday in the 
presence of the President herself, HRH The Princess Royal.

Val Eyres, Organiser at Kipling County RDA was presented 
with the Dudley-Smith Award” by The Princess Royal, 
Princess Anne. This award acknowledges a volunteer who 
has made an important contribution to RDA Carriage 
Driving through sheer hard work. It is a wonderful 
recognition of all that Val has done for Kipling since January 
2018, when she came forward and helped the Group 
through an incredibly difficult time. 
Then Jan Abrahams, formerly of Hope in the Valley RDA 
and now doing sterling work at RDA UK organising the 
National Awards, was presented with the prestigious 
President’s Award for her own commitment to the cause. 
It came as a complete surprise to her as it was arranged in 
secret but was well deserved.
Lastly, the SE Region was selected ‘out of a hat’ by the 
Princess Royal for the annual gift of a saddle by Saddlers’ 

Hall. Ralph, a French Breton from Cobbes Meadow, has 
ended up being the lucky recipient (see story on page 11)
It was a lovely celebration of RDA generally but the 
recognition of the SE Region made for a great start to the 
Festive Season. 

Val Eyres of Kipling County Receives the Dudley Smith Award 
from HRH Princess Anne at 2019 AGM

A ROCKING GOOD 
ROCKING HORSE
Happy Landings were the beneficiaries of a 
wonderful auction just before Lockdown that gave 
them a double gift.

Sue Graham lives in Horsham West Sussex which 
is not far from Happy Landings.  Her hobby and 
passion is restoring Collinson Rocking Horses. 
She wanted to organise a New Year fundraiser 
for a local charity in need of some financial help.  
Having volunteered previously at a local RDA 
group, she knew what it meant for the children 
and adults to be with ponies and ride.  

Happy Landings were coincidentally fundraising 
for a new pony – and this really captured Sue’s 
interest. Having learned about the Group and 
seen the photos on the website, she was sold. 

“We had a waiting list for drivers as one of our 
aging ponies is semi-retired so we really needed 
to buy a new pony” said Carol Porter who runs 

the group. “We invited Sue to come and meet some of 
our drivers and volunteers at a coffee morning as driving 
had stopped for the winter and she entertained us all with 
her stories of traditional rocking horse restoration.  It’s 
fascinating to hear of the patience and knowledge needed.”

Not only did Sue raise a fabulous £800 from her Facebook 
auction, but she also signed up as a new volunteer! Anyone 
interested in one of Sue’s rocking horses can contact her on 
bulahill@btinternet.com.

Sue Graham with some of her restored rocking horses
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BRILLIANT GROUP 
AWARD
This year, RDA introduced the Brilliant Group Award 
and all regional committees were asked to nominate 
a group in their region.   It was unanimously agreed 
that Epsom should be put forward for the South 
East for the particularly impressive job they have 
done at keeping in touch with their volunteers and 
riders, while raising spirits with videos such as their 
Makaton “It Must Be Love” offering which was 
highly entertaining.  They were also the first group 
to step forward to offer grazing for ponies from 
other RDA Groups needing help during Lockdown 
with four ponies from Park Lane Stables in Greater 
London Region arriving in April.   

COUNTRYSIDE 
CHALLENGE
Despite the cancellation of the Regional Events this 
year, the Countryside Challenge has still been at the 
forefront of the Committee’s mind. At the beginning 
of the year Surrey County Chair, Paula joined me to 
inspect the Region’s Countryside Challenge Course 
which had kindly been stored at Cranleigh RDA since its 
return one very wet evening in May 2019.    When the 
tarpaulin was lifted, it revealed a very sorry sight indeed 
with wobbly gates, bent arches and a rather dodgy 
looking post box.  This was not a surprise as it had been 
on its last legs for a few years.  

So, at the Committee meeting in February it was 
agreed that a new course should be built for the 
forthcoming Challenge in April and Andy the carpenter 
immediately set about making it in his workshop in 
Surrey.  Drawing on Sue Mack’s course at the National 
Championships last year, Andy produced some 
fabulous obstacles including a life size cow, tractor, 
bridge and of course a bright red post box.   

Despite the disappointment of this year, we can’t wait 
to use it and to share it with everyone hopefully next 
year. This time, the course will be carefully stored away 
and we’re hoping to make it available for RDA groups 
to hire and perhaps for more local RDA events.  A huge 
thankyou to Andy for all his expertise and the time and 
care he has given the project.

Pauline Roestenburg, SE Regional Chair

Amy Valle of East Park takes Rosie through the gate Quest ’s Taha Kiyani picks an apple on Diablo
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MARION STOCKLEY

This year we said ‘Goodbye’ 
to Marion Stockley. It is hard 
to remember a time when 
Marion wasn’t a part of the 
Stella Hancock RDA group. 
She first became a coach 
and loved it. Always careful, 
Marion would make sure 
that everything was perfect 
before setting off around the 
tracks at Merrist Wood Col-
lege, where we are based.

She joined the committee 
and became the secretary, 
making sure that everything 
was kept up to date (no 
mean feat).  With her ready 
smile, she welcomed new 
people to the group, mak-
ing sure that they had all 
the information needed and 
enabling them to make new 
friends.

She made certain that, as a  
driver, you had everything 
you needed to ensure that 
you could have the best ex-
perience possible, always 
having time for a laugh and 
a chat, sharing a good joke, 
she was loved by all. Mar-
ion always worked quietly 

in the background, she was 
so knowledgeable and could 
spot if anything needed a lit-
tle adjustment and discreet-
ly point it out.

When the Group goes to 
competitions, the logistics 
are incredibly complicated. 
Marion took it upon herself 
to ensure that everything 
was cleaned to within an 
inch of its life and careful-
ly packed onto trailers, into 
horseboxes and cars. With-
out this meticulous plan-
ning it would be so easy to 
leave something behind. 

We are a very closely knit 
community and every mem-
ber plays their part in caring 
for the others. Marion was a 
huge part of the glue which 
keeps us together. She was 
a good friend to us all; we 
will miss her for the way in 
which she touched all our 
lives and we will cherish her 
memory. 
Helen Pritchard –  
Chairman of the Stella 
Hancock Driving Group.

Volunteer Jacqui Xavier-
Rhoades from the 
Woodchurch Driving 
Group sadly died in August 
following a short battle 
with pancreatic cancer. 
Thankfully pain-free at the 
end she died peacefully at 
home with her family by 
her side. 
Many will remember Jacqui 
for undertaking a marathon 
£50k walk with her eldest 
daughter, Mai Lee, to raise 
funds for the Group in 2019. 
As a result of this and their 
continuous hard work and 
dedication to the team 
they were chosen to be 
recipients of the Group 2019 

Volunteer of the Year Award. 

Group members have said 
of Jacqui; “A warm charming 
experience to meet her, full 
of unassuming calm and 
unspoken care”, “a privilege 
to know her”, “lovely, 
smiling, gentle Jacqui”, 
“Jacqui was a lovely person 
and had a quiet, restful air 
about her, which was much 
to be envied”.

We will miss Jacqui’s smile, 
enthusiasm, kindness and 
compassion and our thoughts 
and prayers are with her 
family at this sad time.

Jean Boorman, Hon Secretary, 
Woodchurch Group

PETER TACON
Peter Tacon, from National Office, died very 
suddenly this summer. Peter was Finance Director 
at RDA UK from 2001 to 2015 but he was also the 
National Office representative on the South East 
Regional Committee for several years. 

He was a much-loved and respected member of 
the staff team; kind, caring and thoughtful. He was 
also a regular in the scorers cabin at the National 
Championships, and was always happy to let his 
hair down at the Saturday night disco.  

In his retirement he remained very involved with 
RDA, becoming a Director of Lowlands Equestrian 
Centre and playing a vital role in the creation of the 
National Training Centre which opened in 2019. 

JACQUI XAVIER-RHOADES
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SAM BROAD
Sam Broad of Horsehills RDA sadly 
lost her battle with cancer in April. 
When Sam joined Horsehills RDA 
she brought youth and enthusiasm 
by the bucket load to our group. She 
was always smiling and optimistic 
and it made everyone feel positive 
and laugh with her.  Sam was in her 
element at the stables as she loved 
children and animals and they loved 
her. 

She was the queen of fundraising. 

A NEW CHAIR AT HERON’S GHYLL

After a very difficult year, where we weren’t able to do any driving 
or get together socially, we also had to find a new Chairman. Doug 
Pochin took over as Chairman of the Heron’s Ghyll Group in 2018 after 
many years as Treasurer. Unfortunately, Doug felt that he needed to 

step down for personal reasons 
after a couple of years of sterling 
work. As Doug was a hard act 
to follow, finding a replacement 
was an onerous task! Thankfully 
we managed to persuade Sue 
Fragniere, mainly by bribery and 
corruption and a promise of 
support from everyone, to take 
on the role! Sue has not been a 
Trustee very long but she has 
admirable qualities as Chairman 
and I am sure she will do a 
wonderful job.

                                                           Pat Duke, Heron’s Ghyll

Barbara Ballard Smith

Doug Pochin Heron’s Ghyll

Mairi Ames

Sue Fragniere Heron’s Ghyll

No one said “No” to Sam when she asked 
them to bake for her infamous cake sales! 
Even when they were asked to make 
something they could not even bear the 
smell of!  She took over the Chair role 
for the charity with such energy bring-
ing fresh ideas and just oozing positivi-
ty, fleecing many local companies out of 
cash on the way. It is going to be hard for 
everyone when we eventually start back 
without her being there.

Stella Fuller & Robin Temple, Horsehills RDA

A CHANGE AT  
KINGLEY VALE

Barbara Bullard Smith, Chair of Kingley 
Vale Group, has recently stepped 
down after 2 years in the role, having 
only agreed to take it on for a year!  
Happily, Barbara is continuing with 
Kingley Vale as a volunteer and 
current Group Organiser, Mairi Ames, 
has agreed to take on the post as  
Acting Chair to take the Group forward 
into 2021
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RDA South East Region Dates for 2020
Jan 19 Pre Coach Training Bradbourne RDA

Jan 19 Safeguarding Bradbourne RDA

Feb 17 Countryside Challenge Training Day Epsom RDA

April 15 Regional Challenge Day Felbridge Showground

May 19 Regional Dressage Hickstead

June 17 Bradbourne Carriage Driving Qualifier Bradbourne RDA

July 10 – 12 RDA National Championships Hartpury, Gloucestershire

July 28 Southern Region Carriage Driving Show Hadlow College, Kent

Sept 22 Indoor Driving Trial and Qualifier Sands Farm, Warnham

Sept TBC Riding Training Day Sands Farm, Warnham

October TBC Regional Conference Haven Centre, Crawley Down

SOUTH EAST REGION WHO’S WHO
Regional Chair       Pauline Roestenburg paulineroestenburg@hotmail.com

Regional Treasurer Beryl Randal beryl.serda@gmail.com

Regional Publicity Officer  Joanna Sale joannasale@btinternet.com

Regional Coach Fi Dent fi.dent@talktalk.net

Regional Coach Jenna Leight jennaleight1@gmail.com

Regional Driving Rep          Miranda Purves mcvp@ashenfield.co.uk

Regional Dressage Rep       Grace Lloyd Jones graceelj@aol.com

Regional Equine Advisor     Gail Dennis gd7@icloud.com

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON RDA SOUTH EAST REGION
look at our website

www.rda-southeastregion.org.uk

SPECIAL THANKS
To our printer, 

Ian Wilkins at 

EMS Design & Print

for giving us a special

discount to print this year’s

Regional Review

Medway House,

18-22 Canteloupe Road,

East Grinstead, RH19 3BJ

Tel: 01342 323700
iwilkins@emsdesignandprint.co.uk

This edition of 
2019 South East Region’s  

Annual Review is the result 
of the combined talents of: 

Joanna Sale

Editor and Photographer.

Bob Sampson 

Designer,
who has given up a lot of his 

creative time to do a fantastic 
job on the stylish look of this 

year’s magazine.
b.sampson@direktor.co.uk

Please send ideas for future
articles to Joanna for the

2020  Review. 

YOU CAN HELP MAKE A DIFFERENCE
If you have enjoyed this review of the work done by the 

RDA Groups in the South East Region throughout 2019 and 

you would like to help, either financially or by donating 

your time, then please go to our website 

www.rda-southeastregion.org.uk

or contact us to see how you can help.

SOUTH EAST REGION WHO’S WHO
Regional Chair Pauline Roestenburg paulineroestenburg@hotmail.com
Regional Treasurer Beryl Randal beryl.serda@gmail.com
Regional Publicity Officer Joanna Sale joannasale@btinternet.com 
Regional Coach Fi Dent fi.dent@talktalk.net
Regional Coach Jenna Leight jennaleight1@gmail.com
Regional Driving Rep Miranda Purves mcvp@ashenfield.co.uk
Regional Dressage Rep Grace Lloyd Jones graceelj@aol.com
Regional Equine Advisor Gail Dennis gd7@icloud.com
Surrey County Chair   Paula Jones                                 paula.jones@leatherheadrda.org.uk
Kent County Chair   Carole Mounce                                carole.mounce@btinternet.com
West Sussex County Chair  Janice Massey  janice.m@btinternet.com
East Sussex County Chair  Pauline Roestenburg (interim) paulineroestenburg@hotmail.com
Regional Physiotherapist    Anthea Pell          antheapell@hotmail.com

A LOCKDOWN LETTER
Dear RDA Participants in SE Region 
I am a rider at the Cranleigh Group and am desperately 
missing my riding. I have Progressive MS and need to be 
hoisted on and off the horse now.  I am privileged to see 
some of the behind the scenes hard work that RDA National, 
the regions and groups do to keep everything going and 
get us back in the saddle or carriage in the face of the many 
challenges caused by the Covid pandemic, not least the 
constantly changing rules, regulations and lockdowns.

When groups began to start up again, I had mixed emotions. 
I was delighted that some were able to ride again, but sad 
and envious that I wasn’t one of them. I know that some 
feel it is unfair that the more able-bodied riders were the first 
to go back while those who might be said to need it most 
cannot. But, physical disability is not the only measure of 
need – riding and contact with horses bring so many other 

benefits – confidence, a sport to be good at, emotional, 
mental health, improvement in communication to name a 
few. The horses had a lovely break in the spring and early 
summer, but it is good for them to be back in work and for 
the morale of the volunteers. The dedication, ingenuity and 
imagination of the groups is incredible.

So, I hope you will all join me in applauding everyone in 
RDA for getting going again and hopefully the second 
lockdown will be the last.

Best wishes and do keep well.

 Jane 
From Jane Busby  
Participant Rep  
RDA SE Region

SPECIAL THANKS
To our printer, 
Ian Wilkins at 

EMS Design & Print 
for giving us a special 

discount to print this year’s 
Regional Review
Medway House 

18-22 Canteloupe Road 
East Grinstead, R 3BJ 

Tel:01342 323700
iwilkins@emsdesignandprint.co.uk

This edition of 
2020 South East Region’s 

annual Review is the result 
of the combined talents of:

Joanna Sale 
Editor and Photographer.

Bob Sampson 
Designer, who has given up a lot 

of hiscreative time to do a fantastic 
job on the stylish look of this 

year’s magazine.
b.sampson@direktor.co.uk
Please send ideas for future 

articles to Joanna for the  
2021 Review.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON RDA SOUTH EAST REGION
look at our website

www.rda-southeastregion.org.uk

YOU CAN HELP MAKE A DIFFERENCE
If you have enjoyed this review of the work done by the

RDA Groups in the South East Region throughout 2020 and
you would like to help, either financially or by donating

your time, then please go to our website
www. rda-southeastregion. org. uk

or cotact us to see how you can help.

Dates for 2021
 

Everyone of us on the Regional 
Committee is hopeful that we can 
provide some Regional Events in 2021, 
whether actual or virtual. However, at 
the time of going to press, everything 
is a little uncertain so we are unable to 
make plans. We will communicate any 
developments via your group contact, 
social media and the website so keep an 
eye out.


